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I.INTRODUCTION. 


From the day of the Republic's birth to the day of its 
death,twelve years later,Germany had not seen one period of 
the pre-war economic normalcy.On the contrary (except for a few 
unimportant revivals),the depression deepened as the Republic 
grew older.Could any people be expected to cherish and live on 
political liberties when their rights to a decent standard of 
living was ever being denied them? The right to vote year after 
year on an empty stomach did not make the average proud German 
a lover of Democracy.Mr. and Mrs. Citizen were able to recall 
the good old days before the war khen Germany stood as a rising 
European giant- a fearless,enthuslaetlc,conquering giant,a 
new world power,looked up to with admiration and Jealously by 
all of Europe and the entire world. 

The promise of Hitler to restore these "good old days" 

ance more,is and was propaganda tantamount to the work of a 

most learned political psychollgist,because it fitted themasses 

like a glove.lt was easy to interpret;it seemed sensible, 

logical and simple;it restored the much-cherished German Pride 

and the lost moral;and last,but not least,it called for action 

against the "talking shop parlimentarians who never get any- 

living 

where and who are merely parasites f\pff of the fat of the land? 
The development of the everlasting econmomic depression ac¬ 
centuated by several severe crises of prodldglous proportions, 
each Infected the people with a temporary revolutionary spirit. 
Unlike the human body and disease action,the people became not 
more and more immune to revolutionary Infection but more and 
more susceptible with each re-occurring crisis.By 1933 they were 
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for a complete change and thus they followed,what to them 
seemed to be the best revolutionary party- The National 
Socialist German Labor Party (the Nazis). 

Before presenting a preview of this paper the writer 
feels that the title,"The Causes of the National Socialist 
Revolution,” being of some importance here,necessitate an 
explanation or interpretation. 

Being excellent political psycholigists,and knowing 
how to promulgate their program in the form of simple yet 
pointed propaganda, the* Nazis played up the idea of a National 
Socialist M Revolution? In the last few years of the Republic 
the German population was having the greatest difficulty 
attempting to stomach the actions of their government.At the 
same time,however,they weren’t ready to overthrow it (by 
ballot).Practically anyone suggesting a”New Germany"wlth a 
new,powerful,and active government,which would be patriotic, 

100 % German and not a foreign importation,soon found many a 
friend,sympathizers and eventually financial supporters.These 
were Hitler's tactica.However,when only scratching the surface 
in investigating the Natioal Socailist Revolution it is immed¬ 
iately discovered that the revolution was neither political 
nor economia nor even revolutionary."It must be emphasized that 
there was no revolution at all in the sense of a seizure of the 
state power against resistance from the armed forces of the state 
or from any other armed foree.Von Papen had completed taking 
over the state without resistance in July,1932,and had passed 

the state power on to von Schleicher,who inturn handed it over 

1 • 

to Hitler,January 30,without the shadow of resistance.* 

1 . Hoover,C.B.,Germany Enters the Third Reich,p- 111. 
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There was practically no bloodshed on or about January 30; 

the change in political control was accomplished "legally" 

1 . 

and "constitutionally? and there was no Immediate fundamental 
change in the economic system- the same industrialists still 
•wned the same factories,the same bankers still owned the same 
banks,and all remained as of the previous status quo,except 
for the Social Democrats who lost some "temporary" political 
prestige(Hitler subtituting the word"permanent"for the S^D. 
"temporary").Caking into consideration the above discussion, 
the writer would be left without a title so he will merely 
interpret the pregnt on to mean "The Causes of the National 
Socialist Dictatorship" If and when the connota,tion of rev¬ 
olution changes to a point where it would mean a new political 
administration,then the first tille will be substituted. 


1.Reported as "legal and constitutional" by Stampfer in a post 
election bulletin. 
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THE SEED OF THE Hi. I REVOLUTION. 

t » i ■ ■ 0-'. juju t'fiiR XidE Rj^oOLi I .iG V aRoii.IL li uc iRaa x i . 

Either the war must stop or the government ?;ill fall/ this 
cry was raised by many in Germany who were able to very distinctly 
see the handwriting on the wall, however, the war die stop ."'hen 
it wa s t oo late. Revolution had already broken out all over Urmany. 

orkers ana GolSiers Councils were now functioning as the only 
established authority in Germany, Princes, noblemen, and every 
blueblood of any note went afleeing Germany, The Armistice has been 
signed after the soldiers were taking orders from their democratically 
elected committees, after nearly every home in Germany had been 
visited by a war death, after approximately 800,000 civilians dec 
for lack of food, and after four solid years of misery and untold 
hardship had been endured, 

Terri^orily the conflict cost the German Empire 88,000square 
miles of land through the loss of her European border states, nd 
through tee taking away of all of her colonies which has served us 
a market and raw material source. In construing these plans the com¬ 
mission gathered to make the Versailles treaty hit a dedh blow to 
the future of all German economics, before the war Germany has. a 
virtual potash monopoly for the world. x he return of dsace- 
Lorraine to France iviued the potash territory. The Versailles 
treaty reduced Germany 1 s merchant marine to 600,OOOtons.Germany’s 

reparations deliveries in kind amounted to hundreds of mil Lions of 
dollars in value, 'this drained German- energy ana lowered living 



standards for the benefit of foreign bankers find stockholders. 

B. Til CJ UDcCK. 

And so started Germany in 1918 with a half slaughtered 
youth; a treasury without any reasonable amount o gold; a merchant 
marine of a handful of old formed ships; a gigantic war debtburaen 
running into eleven or twelve ciphers; ana no colonial sources of 
cheap raw materials and no exclusive colonial markets as both 
ngland ana France ha a. with this to face,Germany began her 
epublic. Upon this bed of rocks the ncisl Democrats began their 
rule. Regardless of politics, politicians or constitutions, Germany 
was stripped of the very elements making up its strength in the 
pre-war days. It would have been extremely difficult for .nyone 
to carry on from the tragic November 11th to a day when Germany coula 
once more lift its head with pride. 

C. BLOCKING THo iiOAD TO SOCIi LI • . 

Following the revolution the people were unconsciously put to 

one of the greatest decisions in German history. .-hould the 

revolution rein?-in in the hands of the workers and soldiers deputies, 

or should it be tossed into the laps of the bourgeois political 

parties no their "liberal” leaders? In other worws should the people 

attempt to accomplish the much advertised purpose of the .Socialist 

parties,namely the estaolishment of Socialism, by permitting the 

of the instrumentalities of production 
complete sequester?.tion/yby the workers’ Soviets? -‘-his would have 

been a real move in the direction of the society the ociai 

Democratic leaders auvocated. since their actions nc. their or s 

completed a most unusual paradox, it becomes rather difficult to 

discover their true desires. Xautsky refutes the argument of those 


who said that the workers’councils 


weren’t powerful enough when 





he states that "the proletariat won so all powerful a. position 
that the bourgeois elements,to begin with did nor dare to attempt 

I'M 

anjk resistance. w Mower further elucidates on the 1918 situation 
when he emphasizes the fact that "Fritz Ebert,the aadler president, 
snached the revolution from the street where the Communists were 
about to seize it- and handed it back to the astonished gen¬ 
erals. Through patriotism.Through fear of Communism.Through 
abhorrence of disorder.Through the dererence obviously owed by 

2 . 

the ’lower orders'to their social superiors.Ebert knew his place. 

In Berlin the Social Democrats formed the Commissars of 
Soldiers' and Workers’ Councils.They then made a government In 
Germany and in all of prussia of strictly Socialists.#Even the 
Prussian police wholeheartedly through in their support,and 
thousands of armed workers and sol iers were all over Germany # 
ready to carry out any revolutionalr plan.The Soviet idea was 
spreading over the entire nation and was establishing order 
through its great power.During this development-,however,the 
factories and the Junkers* farm lands remained untouched.The 
capitalists possessing the industries and the large farms re¬ 
mained in a position of economic power,thus necessitating the 
stooping 

I mmmm of the masses to this strengfcli of the ememy.The 
Social Democratis leadership,usually being lovers of Socialism, 
temporarily forgot all about the road to Socialism,i.e.the 
assumption of complete economic control over Germany,the con¬ 
fiscation of the social tools for the benefit of the people. 


1-Kautsky,"The Proletarian Revolution",1931• 

2.H Strachey,J."The Menace of Fascism",p176,4uote taken from 
Mwwer,"Germany Put3 the Clock Back." 



SECTION HI 


iWF!ATIOi*,CRX3IS # AflD GENERAL DISCONTENT. 

In t§23 the German mmm middle classes began,for the 
first time,to lose confidence in their new government.The reason 
being the currency Inflation p&ficy which was forced upon the 
Social Democrats because of a domestic financial crisis. 

The inflation,in addition th reparations fulfillment, 
in the first instance,and of the more recent deflation and de¬ 
pression, In the second instance,brought about a changed attitude 
of the middle class toward the government and the old system. 

This was to a considerable degree affected be certain alterations 
which had taken place in the investment structure of the economy 
as well as by changes which had taken place in the personnel of 
the ownership of the stocks which were the till to Industry and 
commerce. 

At the end of inflation the whole debt structure, 
which is apparently a concomitant of capitalism,had been greatly 
altered and in large part liquidated.The holders of government and 
other bonds,of mortgages,hank deposits and fixed obligations, 
found that their possessions had become valueless.What actually 
happened was that the old-debt burden was soon largely re-created, 
although to a considerably different pattern. 

A part of the old debt was re-created through the re¬ 
valuation of real eatate mortgages,amd in similar ways.Large 
sums were borrowed abroad,and Germany now became a debtor in¬ 
stead of a creditor nation.Capital In the form of owners* part¬ 
icipation through stock ownership was smaller. 

These changes should not have weakened or strengthened 


capitalism in Germany,since the transformation of the debt structure 
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should have represented merely transference of wealth ownership. 

The operators of small Industries,who had formerly felt 
some measure of independence and security when the capital of their 
enterprise was family property,or was in any event represented 
largely by stock ownership,now felt themselves terribly insecure 
when they had to operate with short-term,fixed-interest capital 
resources•The members of the great middle class of Germany went 
over to the opposition to the capitalistic system,partly because 
their capital reserves had actually been lost and partly because 
those who had retained or regained their capital felt no security 
for it. 

A large part of the middle class and old arlstocrasy, 
moreover,complained bitterly that as a result of inflation,after 
the war,of stock market speculation later,and finally as a result 
of the long deflationary period,such capital funds as existed went 
into the hands of persons who did not by culture and moral stand¬ 
ards properly belong to the propertied classes. 

Most of these people in supporting Hitler thought they 
were going too get a system different from capitalism and as far 
as possible from the "Marxian Socialism" that they thought they 
possessed at the time. 

The deeding economic crisis in Germany caused the people 
to demand a great change.This meant some sort of a revolution. 
Whether it was to be a fascist or a social revolution depended 
not on the adverse conditions alone,bdt on the strength of the 
"right"and"left" political camps. 

I.fhe Fascist parties(Including all "right"groups),beibg numerically 
weaker bat physically stronger(having the use and protection of some 
of the State machinery)naturally won out. 
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A*The Farmers and Inflation. 

Since the overwhelming part of the farming class wa 3 heavily 

Indebted to both the banks and the government,inflation,when it 

was all over,left them in a more favorable position.A large section 

in the tenent classification were unmoved by the monetary man- 

euverlngs in Berlin."Paridoxically enough,it was the great 

landowner who was the most heavily in debt and who operated 

consequently with foreign valuta that was best able to maintain 

1 • 

himself in the face of Inflation.” When we look at the figures 
showing the division of land we discover that seven people own 
1 , 900,000 acres,whereas five million little peasants possess 
3 *900,000 acresoThis is one crisis that rather slipt by the 
main part of the agrarian population with out the great rad¬ 
icalizing influence that in had on the city people.For this very 
reason the nationalist element soon was to win the support of 
the farmers and Junkers. 

B.Intellectuals and Inflation. 

As the value of the Mark fell so fell the purchasing 
power of the German intellectuals,until the monthly earning was 
not worth a loaf of black bread.These people,who were the back¬ 
bone of German progress,who for years were protested by com¬ 
fortable incomas,now found themselves out in the cold with no 
place to turn.It was even hard for them to believe.Professor 
M.J.Brown writes that "no other great nation in the world has such 


1 ♦ Current History .May 1932”German Class Lines**, P«650« 






an Intellectual proolem aa Germany because In Germany alone 

inflation completely destroyed the economic balaia on which 

t. 

the educated classes had been used to living."In addition to 
reduced real wages a certain amount of suffering was brought 
about when in 1920 the German states surrendered to the 
Berlin Central Government the right to control direct taxes, 
hitherto held Jealously by the several German states.This 
further placed the Social Democratic in disfavor. 

C«The Middle Class. 

The Social Democrats injured the small employer with 
employee wage laws and as a result the businessman blamed it 
all on what Hitler called ’’Marxist domination? The heavy 
taxes that were levied on the middle class were needed for 
(1).ordinary governmental expenditures;(2)osocial insurance; 

(3)‘Unemployment funds;(4).Internal financial burdens;and(5} 
greatest of all the reparation payments to the allies.Thousands 
of young people lost their chance for education through a lack 
of finances and because of reduced appropriations to schools. 

All of this had a tremendous effect on the political thought of 
the large German middle class.Psychologists’observations Indicate 
that depressed humans many times find outlets for thdir feelings 
in some form of hate.As prooved by Hitler Jew-hate,this psychology 
won the Nazis a good portion of their followers. 

D.Anti-Unionism and Big Business Support of the Nazis. 

In the period Immediately preceding the von Papen gast¬ 
ern men t the industrialists,bankers and business men of Germany 

1 . Living Age^,Oct. *32,"German Perspectives",by Prof .M. J.Brown. 
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rejected National Socialism as a substitute for capitalism. 

For some years most industrialists had viewed the growth of 

National Socialism with complacency,since they regarded the 

movement as essentially nationalistic rather than socialistic. 

Futhermore,”the National Socialists took over th task of 

1 . 

fighting the Communists and trade unions.” A certain innate 
hostility of the rank and file of the N-S Movement toward 
”Blg Business” was discounted because there seemed little prob¬ 
ability that this hostility would be expressed in anjt more 
practical form than in the pamphlets of Feder,etc.The undoub¬ 
ted service which the N.-S. movement had rendered in strength¬ 
ening Germany in her stand against reparations was also rec¬ 
ognized by the capitalists.Proprietors of heavy industry furn¬ 
ished financial aid to the N.S. at one time or another for these 
reasons. 

2.THE HXTLER-LUDENDUHFF PUTSCH 

In 1223 Hitler staged an unsuccessful putsch in which 
his partnerjLudendorff went unpunishedjHitler an alien who had 

taken up arras against the State,was given a few months detention 

2 . 

and then was allowed to continue his agitation.”Soclal Democracy 
and the courts(which were still half filled with old regime 
Jurlsts)evidently aided with the employers who were tiislng Hitler 
to their advantage in labor disputes. 


1. Hoover,C.B.,"Germany Enters the Third Reich %P54. 

2. Dutt,R.P.,”Fascism and Social Revolution",p136. 
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SECTION IV 

DEVELOP IMG ALIGNMENTS OF FUNCTIONAL GROUPS 

AoSOCIAL DEMOCRACY HOODS ON TO GABOR. 

National Socialism in Germany(as Fascism in Italy)could 
only reach a mass "basis after Social Democracy had failed to 
solve the people '3 most pressing problems, after it had created 
widespread mass disillusionment in the midst of the growing 
economic crisis,and when the voters were ready for a great change . 

The control of the majority of the working class,and 
particularly of the overwhelming majority of the employed ind¬ 
ustrial workers,and of the entire trade union machine,rested 
with Social Democracy.The traditions of the §erman working-class 
movement are,more than in any other country,the traditions of 
a well-disciplined movement.The decision as to action or other¬ 
wise of the German working-class when Hitler approached again 
rested in the handsjof the Soclfik Democratic and trade union lead¬ 
ership,not in pafct,but entirely. 

"The leader ship of the proletariat by the Social Demo¬ 
crats had resulted in no real progress toward the announced goal 
J. 

of socialism? The Social Democratie Party still maintained a 
strong position in the Reichstag,but It waa nor to be expected 
that an increasingly radical proletariat should turn to this 
party for leadership. 


1.Hoover,C.B. ,"Germany Enters the Third Reich. "p13 









B.THE NATIONAL SOCIALISTS AMD LABQ*. 

The attitude of the workers toward the economic order, 
according to C.B.Hoover 'was a neutral,If not a negatlvffactor 
in the triumph of National Socialism.When Hitler came to power 
the great majority of the working class remained out side of their 
party and were bitterly opposed to it,even though a small pai?t 
of the proletariat had joined the National Socialists* 

About the middle of October 1950 there was a strike of 
metal workers in Berlin affecting more than one hundred thousand 
employees.The entire nation watched this strike 3 ince it was to 
be the first In a series of attempts to regain old wage levels. 

Hitler had to make a great decision.If he was to oppose the strike 
the entire proletarian element of his party would drop out.The wise 
leader "announced injthe Volkisher Beobachter that he would support 

the strike in order to make it clear to german Industry that it 

I • 

was time the policy of concessions came to an edd." This skillful 
maneuver not only held the Nasified workers in line but it in¬ 
creased the proletarian membership and neutralised and confused 

another large section. 

G.TtiS NATIQAL Sujj.Aaj.bt3 aimjj xha rAicvKuS. 

The Germany in which the Junker has preserver all of his 
power and has not followed the example of the other Central 
European countries,which under the pressure from revolutionary 
Russia,have divided up the farms to a certain extent.In Germany, 
however,there has been no reforms like this to speak of. 

The problem of the little farmer is partly one of protection, 
not only tarfcff protection but financial,He clalmes that the aid 
given by the government reached only the big landlords.The little 
farmer usually earns his living in cattle,raising only a small 

amount of grain.The large landlord raises tremendous amounts of grain. 
1*Heiden,Eo,"A History of National 3ocialism"p 133 . 
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The Social Democratic government loaned money on grain.Thus we 
find another group looking for a new party.The tax burdens have 

been sc burdensome that "in a thousand communities the peasants 

1 . 

have suddenly lined themselves up against the tax collectors." 

As far as the Social Democrats are concerned,they 
have(or had)virtually no influence in the villages .Their effective¬ 
ness is confined to the mass of the industrial workers in the cities. 
Social Democracy did not succeed in launching a program that 

dealt with problems vital to the peasants,and through defending 
pro-industrial!at 

the agrariaryspollcy of Hlndenburg, it completely lost the weak 
ties it might have had with the peasants.They reproached the 
Social Democrats# chiefly for not having instituted agrarian 
reform,colonization,or peasant co-operative societies while they 
were in power. 

The Communists,on the other hand had the greatest 0 
difficulty inmaking property-loving peasants understand 
how the abolition ao private property could cure all evils. 

However,some militant farmers were brought in the Patty. 

The influence of the National Socialists remains 
Important in the rural districts for the following reasons. 

They speak a language that is well adapted to the peasant’s 
state of mind(not as the Communists did).They are not over 
weighted with doctrine like the Communists,but bend all their 
efforts to spreading the belief that they will fight against 
the Jews,who seemed to be the immediate exploiters of the farmers 


1. Liv . Age ,JL.*32."Germany * a Farm Crisis" ,p4g6. 




and who serve as intermediaries between the country abdthe city, 
buying farm goods at low prises.They have opened what appears 
to be a vigorous attack on the usurious interest rates of the banks 
and on the high prises of industrial goods.But when one recalls 
the fact that the Nazis are chiefle subsidized by the industrialists 
and banks this attitude seeir .3 rather frivolous.The Nazis have ex¬ 
ploited the growing hatred of the farmers for the rich city people. 
They have attacked the war tributes Imposed upon Germany in the 
Versdllies Treaty.,which is unanimously detested. 

AND NATIONAm SOOlAmlSM 

"The younger generation in Germany Is demanding revolution, 

1 . 

but most of its members are nationalistic not? communistic."The condi 
d>. tions in German academic life had so developed that the student 
was confronted by the knowledge that he could not count upon 
finding employment in his chosen profession after completion of 
his professional training.Since the student v;as raised in a more 
or less patriotic environment,and sine most of them came from the 
middle class,and belQg young they demanded immediate action,not 
of"low-bred" workers as 3ome of them put it,but of 
people like themselves.Only the Nation! Socialitst fitted the needs 
of most of them.The same situation appls to the professional and 
intellectial classes and as a result they too went Nazi in great 
numbers. 

E.SMAi-m. BUSINESSMEN GO NAZI 

About 80$ of the retail trade in Germany 1h in the hands 
of small dealers and not of great trusts,large enterprises,or 
chain stores.This shows a little ofi the "individualism"of German 
business.The fact that the small merchants(and 35$ of the production 

I.Llv.Age.,AUG.'32# H Yout& InReaction",Ey Prof Zbil,p507. 






is also done onp^mall sca,le) is of prime political importance.The 

desparate conditions to which this class has been reduced 

be the tremendous restriction of purchasing power due to the 

crisis has made it fertile recruiting groung for Hitler and his 

movement.The very virtues of this class,its tratidiona of thrift and 

economy,incapacitate it for the present struggle.the limited perspec- 

are 

tive of the small middle class,artiaansjYbound to their trade ,wlth 
every fiber of their being,small traders and producers of German 
Industrial wage earners,and their lack of mobility in adjusting them# 
selves to new conditions made them an easy prey for a doctrine like 
that of the National Socialists which holds out the prospect of an 
immediate betterment of the conditions of the middle class.And so 
all the politically backward discontented elements of the population, 
petit-bourgeois,declassed elements and backward workers,were swept 
into the Natioal Socialist net. 

As conditions grew worse,and the people became restless, 
the German Capitalists clearly recognized that it was necessary to 
advance to a new political party,to a new political system,and to build 
up,along side Social Democracy,a parallel new system of mass organ¬ 
ization, to the defeat the Communist advance(as the ballot showed), 
against which Social Democracy was no longer adequate,and to disrupt 
and end the unwanted action ofi a discontented people. 

Group after group had turned about face on Soaial 
Democracy-some went left-some went right-depending on their previous 
education.A large section,of coursethought that they could remain 
neutral,and this they did untill it was too late to make up thfeir 
minds to a different course of action. 



SECTION V 


THE JNATlOHA-u* SOCIALISTS RESCUE CAPITALISM 

A.THE CUAHANTSES OP THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC. 

it is often said today that the Weimar Constitution, 
even with all its rights for Germans did not save the people 
from fascism.This is true,of course,but the important? thing to 
remember is that under the twelve years of the Republic it 
was only the "freest democracy in the world" on paper.This 
statement is easily prooved by a brelf synopsis of recent 
German history.Under the Constitution there were five blood) 
state suppressions of workers,from 1918 to 1929.The very 
Constitution was Interpreted in the courts by dozens of old- 
time monarchist judge3.A good portion of the government was 
administered by functionaries brought up in fidelity to the old 
regime*.The government watched passively while reactionary 
school teachers and professors taught children to despise the 
present freedom in favour of a glorified feudal past,and per¬ 
mitted and encouraged the revival of milltar ism which was 
chiefly responsible for the country's previous humiliation.The 
government(according to E.A.Mower) subsidised exprinces who in 
turn attacked the reglme.lt made the exiled ex-Emperor the 
richest man indeference to supposed property rights.The Re¬ 
public paid generous pensions to thousands of ex-officers and # 
cival servants who later made no bones of their desire to over¬ 
throw it.How could anyone have the nerve to say that that was a 
government of the people,by the people,and for the peopie?How 
could anyone not say that it was the disguised rule of the 
elected peoples representatives for the benefit of the few ? 

When the Republican pudding was talked about the people smiled. 
When it# was tasted they frowned,because they found th^the main 





guarantees were there to asist the people's monopolistic 
enemies. 

B. The Concessions Must End. 

The world economic crisis,which undermined the basis of 

stabilisation and of the Weimar Republic,undermined equally the 

\ 

position ohSocial Democracy which was closely linked up with these. 
Capitalism in Germany required to advance to new methods ifit 
were to be able to face the crisis.In required to wipe out the 
remainder of the social gaines of the 1918 revolution,lnVespect 
to the Social Democratic social legislation,hours and wages, 
which had constituted the main basis of influence of Social 
Democracy In the working class.For this purpose new forms of 
intensified dictatorship were necessary.The Brunlng dictatorship 
was established(with the support of Social Democracy).Wages and 
saleries fell nearly twenty billion marks.Unemployment rose to 
eight million.These were the conditions that made possible the 
rapid growth of fascism,remembering,of course,that Social Dem¬ 
ocracy gave its suppdtr to such actions. 

C. Choosing the "lesser Evil? 

SocialDemocracy rejected the united working class fron£ 
simply because it was pursuing an alternative line,which it de¬ 
clared to be the correct line for defeating fasclsm-the line of 
supporting the State which was dlctaing to the people for the 
industrialists.This they called the policy ofthe "lesser evil". 

The line of the "lesser evil" meant the passive acceptance of 

every stage of development to complete Fascism.When Hitler cam® 

^ro- 

to power,it was Ac lamed a "leaser evil" to an"illegal M Nazi terror, 
and therefore was not to be opposed.Thus the line ran without a 
break to the complete Nazi terror and the suppression of all 
working class onganlzatlons and eventually even the Social Dem- 


ocratlc Party itself.In this way the line of Social Democracy 

Insured the victory of Fascism in Germany without a struggle. 

because 

Hitler himself was expecting a short civil waw,$$$ he did not 
know about "lesser evils? 

D«Xhi^A^XS FADE THEN WIN. 

In 1932 there was a great communications strike in 

Berlin."It was led by the Natioal Socialist and Communist labor 

organizations in defiance of the regular trade union which were 

controled be the Social Democrats.The police fired on mobs 

National 1. 

and killed and wounded^Socillsts and Communists bothl’This 

helpt to keep the Nazi workers inline. 

IN the November election the Nazi vote felltoff by two 
over two million whereas the Communist note made a great gain. 

In was evident that the Nazi strength was weaknlng.The capitalists 
realized this and before Hitlers stock could fall any farther, 
beforeV ae y would lose the"Hitler threat M over Social Democracy, 
they made a deal with him (not to use radical planks when in 
office) and then turned the government over to him.Capitalism 
was given free reign over labor unions,opposition patties,etc. 
Capitalism was rescued by Natioal Socialism. 


§ 1. Hoover .C.B.op.clt.p73» 
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SECTION VI 

SUMMARY OF 0AU3E3 OF NAZI REVOLUTION AND 
GENERAL CONCLUSIONS.* 

"If the November Revolution were to maihtain Itself,it is 

obvious that its first task should have been the destroying 
old 

of the^State machinery and this should have been followed 

by the taking over of the land and factories by the people. 

Had this been done,When there was full power to do it,Fascism 

2 . 

could never have raised its head in Germany."In face of the 
historical record any impartial judge would say that a united 
working class would have meant the defeat of Fascism.The S.D. 
leadership prevented this up to the giving of power to Hitler 
by Hlndenburg. 

The outstanding causes of the National Socialist 
victory might be listed as follows: 

1. fhe Versailles Treaty with its economic stangulation 
of Germany. 

2. The failure of the Worker^ and Soldiers’ Oounclls 
to remain supreme and to take over the land and factories at 
once. 

3. The failure of the 1918 leaders to smash the old 
State apparatus and replace a new one of real democratic callbwe 
under which majorities could rule,not minorities as under the 
Weimar setup. 

4. The lack of political psycholigy on the part of the 
Communist Party. 

5 . The toleration of the Pruning dictatorship by S.D. 


6.Rejection of the united Anti-Hitler front by S.D. 


9 2. 

7«The refusal of S.D. and the trade union leadership to resist 
Hitler on his aeeession to power. 

8. The inactivity of Social Democracy in crises. 

u 

9. The failure of 3D. to stress Hitler military organizations. 

0 

10. The policy of the "lesser evil” of S.D. 

"It can not he denied that the Communists were probably 

right in saying that no matter what the circumstances the S.D. 

1 » 

would never have carried out a Socialistic program"The history of 
S.D. after the early days of the Republic became the History 
§§ of S.D. leaders in one muddle after another,trying to give 
the workers concessions and still save capitalism.As we know toda 
they have made a complete failure of it."Leases evil" became 
"greater evil',' German^ went Fascist. 


1.Hoover,C-B.,*§ermany Entess the Third Reich*,p£3 
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